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Potential Master’s thesis topics
Fundamental challenges for the Law of the Sea
· What is the relevance (if any) of the rules relating to the exhaustion of local remedies to the prompt release regime (Article 292) of the LOSC?
· EU and the Arctic Ocean.
· Jurisdiction and admissibility issues in relation to the prompt release provisions of the LOSC.
· Request for Provisional Measures, the Jurisdiction of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.
· Jurisdiction of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.
· The Svalbard treaty: Non-discrimination, geographical application.
· The Exploration and Exploitation of non-living resources on the Svalbard continental shelf (activities conducted by Norway and other States).
· Coastal State jurisdiction in Antarctica – Can Antarctic claimant States restrict the freedom of navigation south of 60 degrees latitude?
· An analysis of the Agreement on Enhancing International Arctic Scientific Cooperation that is currently negotiated under the auspices of the Arctic Council; possibly in comparison with the two other treaties negotiated under the Council’s auspices (Arctic SAR Agreement & Arctic MOPPR Agreement).
· Interpreting the LOSC.
· Port State Jurisdiction and the Norstar case.
· The San Padre Pio case.
· Legal significance of non-binding instruments under selected law of the sea conventions.
· The role of regional fisheries management organizations and the development of the law of the sea.
· Comparing selected law of the sea institutions from a legitimacy perspective.
· Human rights and the law of the sea.

Polar Issues 
· The 2018 Central Arctic Ocean Fisheries Agreement.
· The Svalbard treaty: Non-discrimination, geographical application; either in general or in relation to specific issues such as snow-crab.
· The Exploration and Exploitation of non-living resources on the Svalbard continental shelf (activities conducted by Norway and other States). 
· Coastal State jurisdiction in Antarctica – Can Antarctic claimant States restrict the freedom of navigation south of 60 degrees latitude?
· The role of the Arctic Council in the protection and preservation of the marine environment in the Arctic, particularly in light of climate change
· Protection of the marine environment of the Arctic high seas.
· Are the challenges with navigation in the Arctic solved with the adoption of the Polar Code?
· Regulation of Arctic Ship-Borne Tourism.
· Coastal State Regulation of Sedentary species on their Outer Continental Shelf (inter alia in context of recent Norwegian and Russian practice in the Loophole of the Barents Sea).

· Maritime boundaries and limits, and transboundary cooperation
· Implications of climate change and sea level rise for mobility of maritime boundaries, and loss of territory/statehood.
· The operationalization of Article 82 of the LOSC; the role of the International Seabed Authority.
· The delimitation of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles: did the ITLOS get it right?
· Case studies of specific maritime boundaries that have not been settled.
· The content of the duty of restraint in Articles 74 and 83 of the LOSC – could be in the form of a case study on e.g. specific incidents in the South China Sea or elsewhere.
· Article 121 of the LOSC in light of the decision in Philippines v. China (Note: assuming the decision will be available over the next couple of months).
· Maritime boundaries and sea level rise.
· Development of hydrocarbons between Iceland and Norway.
· Legal options for transboundary Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) activities.
· Adjusting international fisheries law to changes in abundance and distribution of transboundary fish stocks.
· Fluctuation in fisheries resources: how to achieve management context
· Role of Russian Federation in debate on marine protected areas in various international bodies.
· Joint development as a means to solve disputes over resources in contested areas.
· Compulsory conciliation under the LOSC: the case of East-Timor and Australia.
· The potential US continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles: what is the applicable law and can the US make a submission to the CLCS?

· Navigation and Maritime Security
· Regulatory challenges with autonomous ships.
· Unmanned ships and enforcement at sea.
· Shipping and the regulation of greenhouse gases.
· Legal challenges with the use of privately contracted armed security personnel on board vessels.
· Limitations on innocent passage.
· Is the problem of terrorism at sea sufficiently handled by current international law?
· Prior Notification and Authorization for Transiting Ships (inter alia in context recent incidents in South China Sea).
· Response to migration and rescue of migrants in the Mediterranean Sea.
· Are the challenges with navigation in the Arctic solved with the adoption of the Polar Code?
· Examination of the cooperation between strait/coastal states and user states in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore as a possible model for the Arctic.
· Regulation of Arctic Ship-Borne Tourism.
· Protests at sea: safety, security and freedom of speech in a maritime context.
· Ballast water management in international law.
· The rights of land-locked States.

· Marine resources
· Marine genetic resources: legal status, marine scientific research and bioprospecting, access and benefit sharing under the CBD and under ongoing negotiations in the BBNJ process.
· Norwegian laws and regulations relating to different aspects of fisheries (e.g. transport of live fish, aquaculture, etc.)
· Marine genetic resources: marine scientific research, access and benefit sharing under the CBD and possible regulation in the new implementing agreement to the LOSC.
· The Joint Norwegian Russian Fisheries Commission in the context of the international law of the sea.
· Coastal State Regulation of Sedentary species on their Outer Continental Shelf (inter alia in context of recent Norwegian and Russian practice in the Loophole of the Barents Sea).
· Regulation of Fisheries Targeting or Impacting on Sharks by Regional Fisheries Management Organizations.
· Fisheries Access Agreements between big players and developing countries: sustainable, unsustainable, and whose responsibility is it anyway?
· IUU fishing after the ITLOS Advisory Opinion.
· Combating IUU fishing and Article 73 of the LOSC. Implications of the practice of sinking and exploding ships by Indonesia (and other States) .
· IUU fishing and vessels without nationality.
· The relationship between exploration and exploitation on the one hand, and marine scientific research on the other hand.
· The intersection between coastal State rights over the continental shelf beyond 200 nm and high seas freedoms.
· Ecosystem approach to fisheries, for instance in relation to climate change or pollution generated by fishing activities.
· Legal status of marine genetic resources in marine areas beyond national jurisdiction
· The regulation of marine scientific research in areas beyond national jurisdiction
· The conservation of biodiversity in marine areas beyond national jurisdiction
· Issues on participation in regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs), for instance (a) Brexit; (b) their practice on cooperating non-contracting party (CNCP) status.
· Japan’s obligations in relation to whales as a non-member of the International Whaling Commission.
· Implications of expanding aquaculture activities to the EEZ.
· Conflicts and interactions between the Convention on the law of the sea and the Convention on Biodiversity
· The ecosystem approach in the Arctic

· Marine Environmental Protection
· Environmental impacts assessment (including in ref to UNCLOS, BBNJ, ITLOS, IEL etc.).
· The implications of the due regard principle for the right of the coastal State to exercise the jurisdiction referred to in Article 56 (and note the incorporation by the reference of Part VI (CS). (This may be an option for a 60 ECTS-thesis).
· Combating pollution of the ocean with marine debris, particularly plastics.
· Legal aspects of marine spatial planning under international law and national law.
· Identification and protection of Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas.
· Ocean based climate change mitigation measures and the law of the sea (e.g. geo-engineering).
· The role of international environmental law in the protection of the marine environment.
· The conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity in ABNJ (current framework, gaps, BBNJ process...).
· Invasive alien species.
· Noise and the law of the sea.
· Nature as a legal person: rights and legal personality of sea and ocean species.
· Climate change and the law of the sea.
· Ocean acidification.
· The general environmental principles role and function in protecting the marine environment.

Energy Related Topics
· Legal questions concerning electricity cables at sea.
· Navigation issues raised by floating nuclear power plants.
· Offshore renewable energy installations and the law of the sea. 
· Installation of wind farms in the high seas in light of Article 89 of the LOSC.
· Harvesting geothermal energy in the Area.

