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Workshop Description

Applying the law is a practice which encompasses a variety of different analytical instruments.
Most of these distinctions are deeply rooted not just in the legal methodological but also in the
doctrinal and even institutional tradition. Likewise, and contrary to monistic accounts,
hermeneutics is a set of distinct practices that are of variable relevance for different
hermeneutical situations. It follows that when a lawyer applies the law to a given case, they will
rely on a diverse range of hermeneutical activities. The complexity of legal hermeneutics is
linked to the complexity of legal contexts, like legal interpretation, rule-following, legal
construction, association, the exercise of discretion, and judgments on the significance of a
legal provision. By highlighting how all of these distinct practices are linked to particular
debates in analytic philosophy, this workshop seeks to shed light on a question that is vital to

all lawyers: What does it mean to apply the law?



