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M/S Rigel

Transportship built in 1924

Det Bergenske 
Dampskibsselskap (BDS)

Transporting goods under 
Den Norske Syd-Amerika 
Linje (SAL)

Seized in anspruch in 1940 
while docked in Oslo

Used for transporting troops, 
vehicles, and military 
material

Tasked with transporting 
POWs in 1944

Bombed as part of  
«Operation Provident» the 
27th of  November 1944





M/S Rigel

German belief  in the safety 
of  Norwegian colors 

Allied bombing policy:

All ships sailing south of  
Stavanger could be attacked, 
whether alone or in convoy.

All ships sailing north of  
Stavanger over 1500 gross 
tonnage may be attacked.

All ships sailing north of  
Stavanger smaller than 1500 
gross tonnage may be 
attacked, depending on if  
they are hostile or in a 
convoy







Burial

Tjøtta International War 

Cemetery

Founded in 1970

Granite cross added in 1977

Originally intended to be 

placed in Vefsn

Ceremonies starting in 1984 

last one being in 2019



Research Question

Main points of  interest

What caused Rigel to remain forgotten for 25 years?

How did politics affect the memory of  Rigel?

Additional subquestions

What happened in the years leading up to the «discovery» of  Rigel?

How was the memory of  Rigel dealt with?

How is Rigel remembered today?



Method and Sources

Methodological approach: Narrative Analysis

Narrative analysis is used to uncover underlying ideologies, ideas, and knowledge at the 

time of  writing the sources.

Primary Sources

Governmental Records: Krigsgravtjenesten

Newspapers: Helgeland Arbeiderblad, Helgelands Blad & Rana Blad

Periods of Analysis

Post-War Years (1945-1968)

“Skull-Case” (1968)

“Operation Rigel” (1969)

Completion (1970-1977)



Theoretical 

Framework

The use of history

History not just as a reconstruction of  the past but something subject to interpretation

Memory

Collective memory and the creation of  a common national identity

Les Lieux de Memoire

Distinction between memory and history, memory as the recollection of  an event and 
history being a reconstruction of  the past

Memory is subject to change and reinterpreatition 



Theoretical Framework
Historical Narratives

The role of  the historian

Function of  narratives

Evolving narratives and memory

Norway’s Historical Narrative

Creation of  the resistance narrative (post-
1945)

Critcism of  the Master Narrative (1970s)

Historical Revision and new narratives (1990s)

Mythification of  history



Norway During the Cold War

Three Layers of Amnesia:

Foreign Policy

From Neutrality to NATO

Skepticism towards the Soviet Union

Security Policy

«Operation Asphalt»

The War Sailors and the Home Fleet

Legacy of the Home Fleet



Post-War Years (1945-1968)

25 July 1945

Helgelands Blad wrote: “There has been 
sent out a demand to either sink or raise 
the wreckage so that people in the future 
don’t need to be reminded of  such 
unpleasant memories from the war”

1948

Wreckage bought by A/S Dykkeren 1948

1951

Operation Asphalt Beginning in 1951

1952

New discussion about the potential raising 
of  the ship in 1952

1952–1967

Few mentions of  the ship in the period 
between 1952-1967





The Skull-Case 

(1968)

The Lovund Diving Camp established

The Skull-Case 

Media and Government Reaction

Criticism and Skepticism

International Attention

Operation Rigel



Operation Rigel (1969)

Initial Response and Allocation of  Government Funds

Executing the Operation and International Involvement

Media Coverage and Increased Criticism

The Captains Report

Completing the Operation and Construction of  the Cemetery



Completion 

(1970-1977)

Completion of  the Cemetery (1970)

Literary Interest and Publication

First Commemoration and New Monument (1977)

Normalization of  relations between East and West





Why Was Rigel Forgotten?

Ideological Use of  History

Resistance Narrative

Political and Ideological Suppression

Change in Attitude Post-1975

Consequences of  Silencing



Commemoration and 

Remembrance

Recurring Ceremonies since 1984

Commemorations increasing in scale until 2014

Contemporary issues concerning new geopolitical 

realities



Summary and Conclusion

Theory: Use of  History and Memory

Key Methodology: Narrative Analysis

Rediscovery and Commemoration

Continued Suppression

Future Implications



“I look with sadness upon how nations don’t seem to learn from 

the atrocities war causes, but that new wars are constantly 

reemerging. Only those who have experienced the horrors up close 

know what it means to lose someone. There are people that die, 

who all have someone who loves them. A mother, a brother, a 

sister or a child. Therefore, I hope that God in heaven remembers 

those who perished here, no matter which nation they were from”
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