Free Speech and Democratic Disagreement under Trump 2.0
UIT: Arctic University of Tromsø
26-27th March 2026. 
Call for papers. 
Donald Trump’s second term as US President coincides with increasingly visible right-wing populism across the West and attendant political, legal, and cultural controversies. As democratic institutions face intensified pressure, and public discourse grows increasingly polarized, we invite philosophical engagement with the complex normative questions surrounding free speech, including academic freedom, and the normative, epistemic and pragmatic aspects of public disagreement at this time.
This conference seeks contributions in political philosophy that critically examine and respond to recent developments across the world particularly in relation to:
· Academic Freedom and Free Speech: Normative assessments of the role and limits of academic freedom.  For example: how should universities respond to federal threats to withdraw funding from institutions that do not comply with anti-DEI mandates or that are perceived as fostering critical discourse on gender, race, or social justice?
· The Role and Limits of Free Speech: Philosophical discussions of the boundaries of free speech in light of policies targeting what is labelled as “hate speech”, “anti-Semitism” etc. How should we understand and respond to the tension between protecting vulnerable groups and preserving open discourse?
· The Press, Internet, and Public Reason: Analyses of recent attacks on sections of the press and media and their implications for a functioning public sphere. What normative role should independent media play in a democratic society under siege?
· Resistance and Contestation: Should we continue to prioritize deliberation and persuasion, or does the current political climate call for a more “militant democracy” approach—one that actively excludes those seen as enemies of democratic values? What are the responsibilities of citizens and politicians when faced with authoritarian tendencies and illiberal movements?
We especially welcome submissions that engage with core questions of democratic legitimacy, toleration, recognition, political obligation, protest and civil disobedience, and the ethics of institutional resistance.
Please submit an abstract of no more than 500 words by 5 December 2025 to the organisers Jonas Jakobsen << jonas.jakobsen@uit.no >> and Clare Heyward  << jennifer.c.heyward@uit.no >>. We will aim to send notifications of acceptance by 19 December. A selection of papers may be considered for publication in an edited volume or special journal issue.
Unfortunately we cannot cover everyone’s travel expenses, but limited funding is available to subsidise travel for speakers who are travelling within Europe.  We will prioritize early career researchers and researchers from under-represented groups in academia.  Please contact Clare Heyward for more information.  

This conference is a collaboration between the Nordic Practical Philosophy Network and the Tromsø Conference on Ethics and Political Philosophy.
